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Explo ring Edinburgh 
With R ankin

(and Bill)
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From the Dugald Stewart 
Monument, Calton Hill,  
looking west to the castle  
and Old Town, Edinburgh.
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Explo ring Edinburgh 
 ankin and Rebus
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Two writers tour the Scottish capital,
guided by a bestselling author and two
policemen—one retired, the other fictional
By WendyBy WendyBy  and Wendy and Wendy  Rob Lindsay



 

I
t wast wast  a was a was  lovely a lovely a  fall lovely fall lovely  day, fall day, fall  sunny but sunny but sunny
crisp, as we waited to meet our meet our meet
guide for a walk ing tour of
Scotland’s capital.Scotland’s capital.Scotland’s  Our quest Our quest Our  was quest was quest
twofold: to explore some of the of the of

haunts of Ian of Ian of  Rankin’s fictional
Detective InspectorDetective InspectorDetective  John Inspector John Inspector  Rebus John Rebus John  and Rebus and Rebus
to delve deeper into our family’s
Scottish ancestry.Scottish ancestry.Scottish  We were We were We  therefore were therefore were
delighted when our kilt-wearing
guide, Bill Peden, Bill Peden, Bill  turned out turned out turned  to out to out  be a be a be
retired policeman.retired policeman.retired  Who better to better to better  lead
us throughus throughus  the through the through  streets the streets the  of streets of streets  Edinburgh? of Edinburgh? of

On learning we learning we learning  were writers, Bill
had suggestedhad suggestedhad  as suggested as suggested  our as our as  designated our designated our  meet designated meet designated - meet- meet
ing spot one of Edinburgh’s of Edinburgh’s of  most
recognizable landmarks—therecognizable landmarks—therecognizable  monu landmarks—the monu landmarks—the -
ment toment toment  writer to writer to  Sir writer Sir writer  Walter Sir Walter Sir  Scott Walter Scott Walter  over Scott over Scott -
looking thelooking thelooking  green the green the  expanse green expanse green  of expanse of expanse  Princes of Princes of
Street Gardens.Street Gardens.Street  Located where Located where Located  South where South where
St. David Street David Street David  meets Street meets Street  bustling meets bustling meets  Princes bustling Princes bustling
Street, the monument the monument the  is monument is monument  a is a is  Gothic a Gothic a  stone Gothic stone Gothic
tower resemblingtower resemblingtower  a resembling a resembling  church a church a  spire church spire church  rising spire rising spire

just overjust overjust  200 over 200 over  feet 200 feet 200  with feet with feet  a with a with  small a small a  statue small statue small  of statue of statue
Scott andScott andScott  his and his and  dog his dog his  at dog at dog  the at the at  base. the base. the  Bill ex Bill ex Bill - ex- ex
plained that one reason for Scott’s
standing instanding instanding  Edinburgh is Edinburgh is Edinburgh  that he that he that  is
credited withcredited withcredited  helping with helping with  to helping to helping  re-establish
the tartanthe tartanthe  as tartan as tartan  the as the as  national the national the  dress national dress national  of dress of dress  Scot of Scot of - Scot- Scot
land—the wearingland—the wearingland—the  of wearing of wearing  clan of clan of  tartans clan tartans clan  was tartans was tartans
banned forbanned forbanned  almost for almost for  100 almost 100 almost  years 100 years 100  following years following years
the Battlethe Battlethe  of Battle of Battle  Culloden of Culloden of  in Culloden in Culloden  1746, in 1746, in  which
ended theended theended  uprising the uprising the  that uprising that uprising  sought that sought that  to sought to sought  put to put to
Charles StuartCharles StuartCharles  on Stuart on Stuart  the on the on  throne the throne the  of throne of throne  Great of Great of
Britain. Scott is Scott is Scott  also is also is  one also one also  of one of one  the of the of  Scottish the Scottish the
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View down the  
Royal Mile and along 

the high street with 
Salisbury Crags and 

Arthur’s Seat (right) in 
the distance from the  

roof of St. Giles’ 
Cathedral.

Clock Tower and 
Scott monument.

TRAVEL

Three views of the 
monument to writer 

Sir Walter Scott near 
bustling Princes Street.
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writers, along with Robert Louis Ste-
venson, whom Ian Rankin credits with 
inspiring his own writing.

Along the Royal Mile
Since his first Inspector Rebus novel—
Knots and Crosses—appeared in 1987, 
Ian Rankin has grown to become the 
UK’s number-one bestselling crime 
writer. Playing an important role in all 
the stories, Edinburgh is almost a char-
acter, often as brooding and volatile as 
the protagonist, the street-smart detec-
tive John Rebus. The crime novels often 
follow Rebus through the back streets 
and slimy underbelly of the capital city, 
and we, like many Rankin fans, had 
come to Edinburgh to discover Rebus’s 
literary links with the historic city.

There’s nothing slimy about the Roy-
al Mile, the heart of Edinburgh, which 
spans six streets leading from hilltop 
Edinburgh Castle down to Holyrood 

Palace. The cobblestone 
street is actually 1.1 miles 
long, known as a Scots 
mile, Bill told us. As the 
numerous shops and 
crowds prove, it’s also the 
most popular spot with 
tourists. 

At the top of the hill is 
the Tartan Weaving Mill 
and Exhibition, which 
we found a useful genea-
logical stop. We discov-
ered that we are two 
among the more than 
five million Canadians 
with Scottish ancestry. 

That morning, we learned the differ-
ence between the muted Lindsay tar-
tan, referred to as the ancient or hunt-
ing tartan, and the modern Lindsay 
tartan with its bolder, brighter ma-
roons and greens. A plethora of sou-
venirs and research books in all price 
ranges lines the shelves for visitors 
from every clan. Having armed our-
selves with Clan Lindsay scarves, 
books, and a crest, we decided it was 
time to head to the castle.P
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Call for Details!
800-736-7300

Reserve 
your Space 

Today!

Quality, Af ordable Travel since 1967!

*PPDO.  Plus $299USD tax/service/government fees. Based on Inside Cabin 
(Cat. I1), upgrades available. Add-on airfare available.

Departs September 4, 2014.  Fly into Hamburg, Germany where 
you will enjoy  sightseeing including city hall and St. Michael’s 
Church.  Then transfer to Kiel where you’ll board the MSC 

Orchestra.  Experience luxury cruising 
and comfort as you sail to ports in:  
Copenhagen, Denmark; Southampton, 
UK; Vigo, Spain; Lisbon, Portugal; 
Palma de Mallorca, Spain; Valletta, 
Malta; and Dubrovnik, Croatia.  
Disembark in Venice, Italy where 
you will enjoy an amazing city tour.  
Then travel through the lush northern 
landscape to Verona 
and Milan where you 
will depart for home.

Grand European Cruise
& Italy Tour

18 days from $1699USD*

Edinburgh Castle.
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